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r E. 1200 „ Diſj- 
courſes were originally 
compoſed for the Benefit 
and Inſtruction of my own Pa- 
riſhioners, without any farther 
View in them. The Subſtance 
of the Firſt was delivered on 
the Sunday before Chriſtmas, 
1727. of the Second, on Eaſter- 
Day, 19725. Since that 1 have 


1 eccafimall thrown in ſome Ad- 
& A:tions to both, and endeavoured 


% make them fit for Publick 
Uſe. 


Uſe. Whether or no they are 
| fo, I muſt leave to the Judgment 
of the Reader. If there is any |} 
thing in them, that in theſe 
dangerous Times may ſerve to 
ſtrengtben and confirm the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, I have my End. 
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APPEAL 
Miracles of JE 80s, 


As PROOFS of his 


| MESSIAHSHIP. 
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'Marru. xi. 2, 245 4, 5. 


275 0W Gbrn John had beni in the priſon the 
Se 1 of Chrift, he ſent” * of his-dif- 

r 

0 ſaid unto Bip) art thou he that ſhould 

come, or do we look for another? 

Jef ſus anſterr and ſaid mito them, go and 
fete John again thoſe things which Je ao 


Hear amd fee: - 
The blind rteeive their ow bt, and the Laid 
Vall, the le pers are tleanſed, and the ay 


hear," the 4 are "raiſed %. 
8 N. this Hee Hiſtory we hive! an 
Ee Account given us of a moſt im- 
ME. portant Embaſly from one more 
ban 2 Prophet (a) to a Perſon | 
IS) of the moſt tranſccndant.. 

nity and Majeſty. one no leſs' than rhe 75 
V all 5 250 the brig 5 15 of God's glory, 
and the expreſs J 1rndge. of t veing (0). "The 
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ſubject of it is, a Queſtion propoſed on,on! 
| ſide, and an Anſwer return'd to it on the 
other; both which I deſi ign to con der " 
. my preſent Diſcourſd. VI 


8 75 8 


3 E een 


one expreſs'd 


g 

| The firſt thing implied in it, is ſome Pre- 
| diftion or other, one or more, of a great 
| and wonderful. and extraordinary. Perſon, 
i whom the Fews, from their Seriptures, ſtiled 
ö the Meſſiah, that ſhould come into the 
; World. Such a Prediction we meet with 


== in the Old Teſtament, where God promiſes / 
| the Jews to, raiſe up to them a Prophet 
| Nom among their brethren like unto MosEs 


(c), that is, a Prophet, Who, like him, 
| ſhould' be a Redeemer, ' a Prince. a Laus. 
[ giver, and a Worker of Miracles: chara- 
1 ters diſtinguiſhing cnough, and ſuch as from 
I Moſes's time to this no one Prophet a- 
5 mong the Fews, except the bleſſed Jeſus, 
either did, or could, lay claim to. 
- The ſecond thing implied in this Queſti- 
pn, is an Expectation of this Prophets com- 
ing into the World, at and about the Time 
of Jeſuss Appearance upon Earth, and this 
too, grounded on ſome prophetical Decla- 
rations. Such, we may reaſonably believe, 


is that of acob s: The la a ſhall not de- 
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Juda ah, nor a law-piver from be- 
tween 4 bis feet, ufiril Shiloh come (4). Such 
is that of Daniels (e), which exactly de- 
termines the Time of his Coming by a 
given Number of Years from a fix d and 
certain Period. 

'\ Theſe and other Prophecies' made not 
only Fohn, but the whole Nation of the 
Jews to lift ap their heads, and begin to 
think with themſelves that their Redempti- 
on now was drawing nigh (J). Nay not 
the 'Fews only; but the Heathens them- 
ſelves (g), as their own Writers witneſs; 
had the like expeRation about the ſame 
time. Whence they derived theits, whether 
from oral Tradition, or written Prophecies 
of their own, or Converſe with the Fews, 
who were diſpers'd among them, is uncer- 
tain: But that they had it, is certain e- 


| FF nough, and the very Reception of the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt among them is unaccountable 
without it. But to wards Ove; and re · 


turn to the Baptiſ: 
One thing, I ſaid, in his Queſtion was 
expreſs'd, and that is a Defire to know, 


b Whether or 2 eſus was that Prophet, 
* who was en to "FORE 3 and this, I-take 
-> = el 
"= r — 
4 100 Gen. xlix. 24. (e) Dan. ix. 24. (f) See 

N 1. 19, 20, 21. | (8) FVirg. * 4. Sueton. is 


F Fee 4. Tacit. Hiſt. l. 6, : 
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it, not ſo; much for his own Satisfaction, 
as theirs whom he ſent to ask the Queſtion. 
John himſelf knew from ſeveral. circum- 
Bances, and- particularly from what he him- 
ſelf was an Eye-witneſs () ef in the river 
Fordan, that this was not only the Time 
for. the Meſſiah to appear, but that he actu- 
ally was come, and that Jeſus alone was 
He. Hence we are told (4), that he hare 
record, ſaying, I ſaw the ſpirit deſcending 


from heaven lite 4 Dove, and it abode up- 


on him: and I knew him not certainly till 
that time to be the Meſſiah: but He that 
ſent me to baptize with water, the. ſame 


ſaid unio me, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee 


ihe ſpirit deſcending, and remaining on 
him; the ſame is he, which. baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghoſt. And I ſaw, and bare re- 
cord that this is THE SON; OF GOD. 
Hence thoſe teſtimonies of his (4), Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
fins of the world. I indeed. Aae | You 
with water; but one mightier than I com- 
eth, the latchet: of whoſe | ſhoes 1 am not 
worthy to unloofe ; He 1540 baptize dar 
with the holy Ghoſt + 0 Om ic voy 
The Baptiſt W could have no 
Doubt of this matter. And from hence 
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we muſt conclude, that his Aueſtion con- 
cerning Feſis's Meſſi ab. ſbi 7 * not ariſe 
from any Dncrtant in Himſelf about it, 
but was owing to the Diſſidenes of his two 
Diſciples, whom he 3 with it. They, 
it ſeems, notwithſtanding the force and 
evidence of their Maſter's Atteſtation, might 
not yet fully be convinced, that Feſus was 
the Ch hriſt : "ana this probably was the cauſe 
of their being ſent upon this Errand, that 
by this means they might have an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing farther and clearer Demon- 
ſtrations of "this great Truth from our Sa- 
viour himſelf: This is eaſy and natural e- 
nough, and on that account highly credible: 
but that the Baptiſt himſelf wanted till 
more Proof than already had been given 
him of our Lord's Meſſiah, ſhip, is a Thought 
that nothing but Jealouſy - itſelf can poſs 
ſibly ſuggeſt, and has no ground, that I can 
ſee, or reaſon to ſupport it. 

Nay ſuppoſing, that John really ſent to 
ask this Queſtion on his own account: yet 
this ſurely could not be out of any Doubt, 
whether Jeſus was the Meſſiah, but mere 
Impatience' to have him exert himſelf as 
ſuch, and to diſplay that Power and Splen- 
3 dour, which became, he thought, ſo great 
and glorious a Perſonage. Art thou He, 
who was to come? Art thou the Chriſt, 
the ſon of God? Then no longer conceal 
thyſclf under this Cloud of Poverty and Ob- 
Ve - 1curitys 
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ſcurity 3 but ſhine out at once, like the 
Sun, in thy full and proper Luſtte, and be 
a glorious Saviour and Redeemer of thy 
People Iſrael. So \Fezabel to Abab (m); 
Doſt thou now govern the Kingdom 7 
Tfrael : ? not calling the thing in queſtion, 
but inciting him to give an inſtance of it, 
and ſhew himſelf a King. This * Savi⸗ 
our himſelf ſeems to take for the B aptiſt's 
meaning, when he ſays (u), And 22 is 
he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me, 
In me? that is, at the low. and mean 
ſordid Condition, which I appear in. 
Thus much for the Queſtion. Let us 
now ſee the Anſwer to it. Go, fa 757 
and ſhew John again thoſe things who | 
hear and ſee: The blind receive. their ſig 4 
and the lame walk, the lepers ars cleanſed, 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raiſed-up 

His Reply, we (ee, is an Appeal to 3 
Miracles, as well thoſe, which he had for- 
merly done, here recounted to Johns Diſ- 
ciples, as thoſe, which in that ſame Hour 
(o) he perform d before their Eyes. And 
go, ſays he, return to your Maſter with an 
account of my Credentials : Works are my 
Witneſſes; and therefore only tell him 


what things you have heard and ſeen, 


and from thoſe Evidences let him judge, 
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n 1 Kings xri. 7. e Mat, x. 6. (0) Lake c 31. 
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whether I am He, who was to come, or 
another is ſtill to be loo d for. | 

Such is Feſus's Anſwer, and a very full 
and ſufficient one it is. He not only ta- 
citly owns himſelf to be the Meſſiah, but 
ſupports his Right and Title to that Chara- 
&er by the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Evidence, 
that God himſelf can give, or Man require; 
I mean his doing ſuch Miracles, as no man 


could do, except God was with him (p). 


Miracles are to a Perſon, who pretends, 
as Feſus did, to come from Heaven, and 
to be God's Meſſenger to Man, what the 
King's Letters of Credence are to an Am- 
baſſadour ſent to a foreign State, The 


former are no leſs Proofs not only of the 


general Miſſion, but ſpecial Character, which 
he aſſumes, who Does them, than the lat- 
ter are of his, who Beers them. And 
though tis poſlible for the Teſtimonials of 
both to be forg'd and counterfeited; yet 'tis 
abſolutely impoſlible in cither caſe bur 
that the Fraud ſoon muſt be diſcover'd, and 
laid open to the World. Either there will 
be found ſome apparent Flaw in the Things 
themſelves, which are appeal'd to; or if 


there is not, the Impoſture muſt preſently 


be known to their pretended Maſters, who 
in juſtice to themſelves, as well as to o- 


— 2 . 
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% John iii, 2. | 
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[ 10 } 
thers concern'd, will be oblig'd to detect 
and expoſe the Villainy. 

In the caſe of Miracles indeed, God may 
ſuffer evil Men, aſſiſted by evil Spirits, to 
ſhew ſurprizing Prodigies, and do Signs and 
lying Wonaers, which from the known Laws 
of Nature we cannot account for: But ſtill 
this we may depend npon, that his Wiſdom 
and his Goodneſs will never ſuffer any 
Power ſo far to imitate his own, that Truth 
and Falſhood, the Creator and the Creature, 
the Works of God and the Devil, cannot 
ſome way or other be readily diſtinguiſhed. 
The Egyptian Magicians, by their Sorceries 
and Inchantments (4), could turn their Rods 
into Serpents ; but at the ſame time could 
not preſerve them from being ſwallow'd up 
by Aaron's. They could (r) change the Rz- 
ver into Blood, and bring Frogs (s) upon 
the Land; but could not ſtand before Moſes 
(e) becauſe of the Bol, and were baftled, 
ſhamefully baffled, and expoſed by the moſt 
baſe and contemptible Inſect (u), which nei- 
ther they with their Arr, nor their Maſter, 
the Devil, with all his Power and Subtilty, 
was able to counterfeit. This, ſay they, (x) 


Tu 
2 


is the Finger of GOD, 


nog TT ð oe IE CO 
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(4) Exod. vii. 11, 12. (7) Ibid. ver. TY (s) Ibid. ; 
vii. 7. (7) Ibid. ix. 11. (a) Ibid. vii. 18. (x) Ibid. 


ver. 19. 
And 
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L111 
And if here they ſaw and confeſs'd God's 
Finger, then how may we diſcern his 
mighty Hand, and his out-ſtretched Arm 
in the Wonders and Miracles of Feſus ! 
Miracles! which in the manner that they 
were done, by a Touch, or by a Word, were 
far above the reach of Arr, and ſuch as 
Devils themſelves neither could, nor would 
perform. For could a DEVIL X, open the 


yes of the Blind? Or would Satan caſt 


out Satan, and that to promote a Doctrine 
contrary to his own intereſt and inclinati- 
on? No. That wicked Spirit has more 
ſtratagem than thus to weaken his own 
Dominion, and fight againſt himſelf. The 
bleſſed Feſus appeared on purpole in the 
flcſh to deſtroy the works of the Devil ()). 
His Laws were all holy, and juſt, and 
good; all tending to the glory of God, 
and the happineſs of Man; all levell'd a- 
gainſt the Ruler of Darkneſs, and the Powers 
of his infernal Kingdom: and to ſuppoſe 
our Saviour in his Miracles to be aſſiſted 
by Him, or His, is to ſuppoſe the greateſt 
Abſurdity. | 

Nor was Jeſus's Doctrine only as good, 
as his Miracles in proof of his Meſſiab- 
ſhip were great; but his Miracles them- 
ſelves, like the Works of the Creation, 
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when God review'd them, were good too. 
The great Author of them employ'd not 
his Power in doing Miſchief; but, as St. 
Peter expreſſes it (S), went about doing 
Good, making it every where his buſineſs 
to do ſo, and exerting his divine Virtue 
in the moſt wonderful Acts of Love, and 
Kindneſs, and Beneficence. 

This Obſervation is ſo far acknowledg- 
ed to be true, that among the numerous 
Miracles wrought by our Saviour, there 
are but three inſtances, which our Infidels 
pretend to bring as Exceptions to it; and 
with how much Reaſon we ſhall ſee im- 
mediately. | 

The firſt Inſtance they allege of this 
ſort (a), zs Joins? curſing the Fig- tree 
For having nothing but Leaves on it, at 4a 
Time when it was the Seaſon of Figs: 1 
ſay, when it was the S:aſon of Figs: For 
ſo it certainly was to that Kind (6) of Fig- 
tree, which had Leaves on it at that time; 
and the Verſions, which ſay the contraty, 
do the greateſt Injury both to the Senſe 
of the Evangeliſt, and the Conduct of our 
Saviour. The Meaning plainly is, that 
when Chriſt came to the Fig:tree, he found 
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(z) Acts x. 38. (a) Mark xi. 13. (6) See Whitby on 
"the plath © . 2 
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1 13 1 
not hing but Leaves, THOUGH * 1 
was the time of Figs. And if ſo, where, 
I pray, was the Evil of pronouncing a 
Malediction on ſuch a Tree, a fruitleſs, and 
therefore worthleſs Tree, which, as it 
grew on the + High-way, in all probabi- 
lity had 20 Owner; or, if it had one, was 
uſeleſs and unprofitable to him. There was 
certainly 20 Harm in this. And if there 
was not, the Miracle was really good. It 
not only prevented ſuch a cheat and dif- 
appointment to others for the future, but 
illuſtrated the power of Feſus to his Diſ- 
ciples, and ſtrengthen d their Faith in him 
as the true Meſſiah. | 

A ſecond Inſtance (c) under this Head, 
:s Feſus's Driving the Buyers and Sellers 
with their Wares and Merchanaiſes aut of 
the Temple, where it was not lawful for 
* them to be: a Fact, ſay they, wonderful, 

but paſſionate and injurious. 


. * That this is the Meaning of d 33 nv xa ou, I ap- 
peal to a Paſſage exactly parallel to this in Ælian's Var. Hiſt. 
J. vii. c. 12. Haag i- e, & 38 Axubss, x. 7. A. where 
tranſlate, 8 Y An, For it is not true, and it makes per- 
l Nonſenie. For lian ſuppoſes the thing true, and goes on 
b account for it. The Grammatical Tranſlation ſhould be, Is 
it not true ? aſſerting it to be ſo. But to an Engliſh ear 1 ſhould 
| much rather ay, The thing is ſtrange, TH O' true. 

+ #7} d %. Matth. xxi. 19. See Mark xi, 20, 

(c) John. ii. 14, 15. Mak, xxi. 12, 
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Sadly injurious indeed! Chriſt ſnews thoſe 
impious Traders their Profanation of that 
Holy Place. He tells them, that God's 
Houſe was not to be ug d as a common Mar- 
ket, but a Houſe of Prayer to all Nations. 
He commands them, for this Reaſon, to 
remove their Wares from thence; and on 
their refuſing to do ſo, he makes a Whip of 
Cords, or perhaps but of Bull-ruſhes, and 
with no other Weapon forces them to flie. 
He who, conſider'd only as a private Man, 
had, by the allow'd Cuſtom of his Nation (d), 
a legal Right to have puniſhd them with 
Death for their Abuſe of God's Temple, 
docs no morc than with a juſt and innocent 
Indignation, drive them out of it, not hurt- 
ing their Perſons, but overturning their Seats 


and Tables which unlawfully ſtood there. 


A moſt ſad injury indeed, to make them 
ſuffer nothing, when they highly deſerv'd 


Puniſhment! How unlike a Saviour, to ; 


ſhew Mercy inſtead of Vengeance ! 


The third and laſt Inſtance objected to 
us of this ſort, (e) it Jelus's permitting the 
Devils he caſt out of a Man to enter into 


an Herd of Swinez which Permiſſion pro- 
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(4) See Selden de Jure Naturae & Gentium juxta Diſcipl. 


(e) Mat. viii, Mark v. Luke viii. 
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[15] 
ved the Cauſe of the Swines Deſtruction, 
and their Owners Loſs and Damage. 


Now the Miracle itſelf, of diſpoſſeſſing 
the Devils, and curing the poor Demoniac 
is acknowledged to be good: and if the 
bare Permiſſion of Evil be bad; what then 
can be ſaid for the Goodneſs of God him- 
fe,, who every Day ſuffers many Evils to 
be done? I may add, that the Greatneſs 
and Reality of this Miracle could not ſo 
well have been demonſtrated. without this 
Permiſſion, which ſome are pleas'd ſo much 
to quarrel with. Had Jeſus only ejected 
the Devils, and reſtored the Man to himſelf 
without any thing more: then what Inter- 
pretation. might and would have been put 
upon this? What, but that the Miracle was 
no Miracle at all? that the only Devils, 
which the Man imagin'd himſelf poſſeſs'd 
with, were the Vapours? and that the Diſ- 
temper was cur'd by nothing more than 
a few comfortable Words ? This Infidelity 
would have ſaid, and this our Saviour fore- 
ſaw, and prevented by giving the Devils 
leave to pals into other Animals, and thoſe 
too the ha/eſ? and fouleſt upon Earth, and 
uch as probably ought not to have been 
IX kept in that Country, or by thoſe Perſons 
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pl. they belong d to. For the Miſchief that fol- 
m, FF low, the Devils only were accountable: 
cd they had a Permiſſion to enter into the 


Swine, 
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Swine, but none at all to hurt or deſtroy 
them. The Evil therefore was all thezrs : 
the Good only was our Saviours. | 
- Theſe Inſtances then are no juſt Excep- 
tions to the Obſervation T've laid down, but 
rather Proofs and Confirmations of it. And 
for all the reſt of CHRIS T's Miracles, may 
we not join, will not Infidels join with: us, 
in that Acclamation of old, (F) He hath 
done all things WELL, wonderfully well, 
as well as when he made both the Deaf to 
hear, and the Dumb to ſpeak? 

The Miracles therefore which JESUs did 
in Proof of his Mefſzah-ſbip, are all of them 


good as well as great : and not only ſo, but, 


what makes them ſtill ſtronger Evidences 
of what they were to Witness, they arc the 
very fame Miracles, which God foretold that 
the Meſſiah ſhould perform. Strengthen ye, 
ſays the Prophet, (g) the weak hands, and 
the feeble knees. Tour God —— will come 
and ſave you. Then the Eyes of the blind 
ſball be opened, and the Ears of the deaf ſhall 
be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame Man leap 
as an hart, and the Tongue of the dumb ſhall 


ing. Theſe were the Wonderful things to 


be effected by him that ſhould come: theſe 
very things Is us did in the Sight of Joh 
Diſciples; and by zheſe plainly prov'd him- 
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Y Mark vii. 37. (e) Ia. xxxv. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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ſelf to be the Meſfiab, the God, the Sa 
 wiour, whom the Prophet had foretold. 
This Argument from Miracles in defence 


of JESUSS Meſſiah ſbip, is in every Branch 


t of it ſo clear, and ſo demonſtrative, that the 
1 modern Enemies of Chriſtianity are reduced 
7 to the ſtrangeſt Shifts imaginable to evade 
0 the Force of it. Theſe Men (ſuch is their 
5 Modeſty, as well a Love to Truth!) would 
„ perſwade us to believe, in ſpite of common 
2 Senſe, that the Miracles of Feſus were not 
real, but myſtical, ſpiritual, allegorical, that 
1 is, in Truth, no Miracles at all. To which 
1 end they moſt groſſly and impudently abuſe 
„ the Mritings of the antient Fathers of the 
7 Church,” who, tho' they frequently loved 
0 to accommodate, nay to force the Hiſtories 
t of our Saviour's Miracles to ſpiritual ſenſes; 
, yet all of them ſuppoſed and believed them, 
7 when they did ſo, to be true and faithful 
- Narratives of things literally to be under- 
4 ſtood as matters of fact. * 
7 This has been ſufficiently (not to ſay 
p fupcrfluouſfly) proved by Others. And had 
I any of the Fathers done otherwiſe, I think 
o no Man in his Wits would have any more 
8 regard to their Authority, than if they had 
8 written, as the Papiſts would perſuade us, 
% in behalf of Tranſubſtantiation, or the 


Pope's univerſal Sovereignty over Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes. end V 
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hae DONE; and many ſuch you have 


1 wa; nn 7. 


[18] 

No man living bears a greater teverence 
to the Fathers than myſelf, But ſuppoſing 
all of ihem, from the Apoſtolic Age to this, 
unanimouſly, to have aſſerted, (as tis certain 
they have not) that when our Saviour in my 
Text appealed to Miracles done by him as | 
Proofs of his Meſſiah-ſhip, he ręferrd nat 
to thoſe he then wrought in the Fleſh, but ta | 
thoſe myſtical ones, which he would do in 
the Spirit: an aſſertion ſo monſtrouſly ir- 
rational as this could never have any farther 
influence upon me, than to make me laugh 
at ſuch nonſenſe, or pity and commiſerate 
ſo wretched a Deluſion. What a noble and 
conſiſtent Commentary, on ſuch ſuppoſed | 
Authorities of the Fathers, muſt we put up- 
on our Saviour's Anſwer ? Go, and ſbeu 
John again thoſe things, thoſe, SpIRITUAL 
Miracles, which ye have heard and ſeen : the 
blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are clean» 


ſed, the deaf hear, and the dead are raiſed 


up. Such wonderful and ſupernatural Works, 


SEEN me now DO before your Eyes: 
And yet tho' you have have SEEN them, 

not one of them has been D ONE, not do 
I appeal to them as DONE, but only to 


ſuch as ſhall be DONE in a myſtical and 
ſpiritual manner. But notwithſtanding this, 


go, and tell your Maſter what things 9e 


Have heard and ſeen, and from thoſe undone _ 


Facts 
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Facts he will certainly know that I am He, 


who was to come. 

Whether this, e to the Schemes 
of. ſome of our modern Infidels, is not the 
only Interpretation that can be put on this 
Appeal, I leave to any man to judge. And 
did the Far bers ſay this? Or if they did, 
would not even Children juſtly laugh at them? 
But away with ſuch Imputations on the Fa- 
#hers. Such Nonſenſe and Contradiction is 
only fit for thoſe, who can deny our Savi- 
our's Miracles to be real, and then impudent- 
ly aſſert them to be Shadows and Types of 
other Mirarles to be done, that is, in truth, 

nothing to be a Type of ſomething. Such 
Methods of confuting Chriſtianity muſt be 
ſurely to any Man in his Senſes, the ſtrongeſt 
Confirmations of it. 

The Author of the Diſcourſes on the 
Miracles of our Saviour, was ſo ſenſible of 
the badneſs of his Cauſe, that when he comes 
under his third Head, to conſider what Jeſus 
meanes, when he appeals ta his Works and 
Miracles as to 4 Teſtimony and Witneſs of 
his divine Authority, he avoids meddling 
with it in its proper place (6), and puts it 
off to the laſt, as plainly fore-ſeeing, (wonder- 
ful Honeſty, and worthy of an Infidel!) 
that he ſhould ſpoil his Scheme at once. But 


Pag. 59, 60, firſt Diſcourſe. h 
D 2 at 
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at length the Mountain brings forth; and 
105 (wonderful Production!) He ſhall be 
ſhort, there being no occaſion of: many words 
on it i. What? becauſe this wanted no 
clearing or, becauſe he had nothing to 
ſay to the purpoſe? yes, he could, he ſays, 
prove ſomething But the Argu- 
ment would be dry and tedious. I believe 
ſo; and he might have added; ſo weak and 
fooliſh, that, as mad as he was, he knew 
better than to expoſe himſelf and his cauſe 
in ſuch a manner, as he muſt. neceſlarily: 
have done here, had he offcr'd to proceed 
in it. No: he ll refer the matter entire- 
ly to the Fathers; and then quotes Hilary: 
and Origen to as much purpoſe, as he 
might have done Jervius, or Donatus on 
Virg ils c Aneid. He has moſt ſhamefully 
ated: his part here, where he ſhould have 
done his beſt, and his friends muſt bluſh. for. * 
him, if he cannot do it for himfelf. He: 
had ated more wiſely to have ſlipt intirely 
over this Head, and told his Reader *, as 
he had done before, that it could not pet 
be rightly ſpoken to: though there was one 
way better ſtill, and that was, flatly to have 
deny d that Jeſus ever made ſuch an A p- 
peal, as is pretended, to his Miracles at all. 3 
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As to the Abſurdities and Incredibilities 
charg'd on the /iteral Hiſtory: of Chriſt's 
Miracles, the very Reception of the Goſpel 
among the | moſt wiſe, and learned, and 
polite | Nations of the World, after the 
ſtricteſt Examination of, and ſtrongeſt Oppo- 
ſition to it, is a full and ſufficient Confuta- 
tion of this Plea. And to ſuppoſe, that, 
when our Saviour reterr'd to the mighty 
Works, which he had done among the 
Jews as Proofs of his Me ſſiab. ſbip, he ap- 
peal d to Fats incredible and abſurd, or 
to ſuch as were not proper Miracles (1 of 
the Meſſiah, is itſelf the greateſt abſurdity: 
To conclude;. either the Miracles of Feſeis, 
as related by the Evangeliſts, were read, 
credible, and true: or Chriſtianity was plant- 
ed, and propagated WITHOUT any 
Miracle at all, which (if true) is a Miracle 
of Miracles, a Miracle abundantly, more in- 
credible in itſelf, and all its circumſtances 
than all the Miracles in the Four Goſpels 
put together. There we have wonderful 
Effects aſcribed to a divine _Cauſe : but 


here we have ohe the moſt Miraculous pro- 


duced without any _ extraordinary Cauſe 
whatſoever. Wretched Abſurdity! A Man, 
who belicyes this, can as caſily bclicye, 


8 
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(1) Diſc. 1. p. 7, 8, &c. 


that 


L 22 ] 
that the Murld itſelf was ade am 
ommnipotent Creatodr. 

O merciful :Feſas, who! vculult have all 
men to be ſaved, and didſt thy miracles on 
purpoſe to bring all to the knowledge of 
the Truth: have mercy upon all Jeu, 
Turks, Infidels, and Hereticis, and take 
from them all ignotance, hardneſs of heart, 
and contempt of thy word; and ſo fetch 
them home, bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, 
that they may be ſaved among the remnant 
of the true Iſraelites, and de made one 
fold under thec, the one Shepherd, who 

liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 


— 22  -— — - — — a 
- a 2 22 * ws \ : * * L 
— 0 Fa — — N - 4 . * 
FR — he £ | 


= 
2 


. —— — - 
— - w * 2 
> * - . 
= * 
— 98 - 
. — 


| DEMONSTRA 


OF THAN 


TION 


* UUW Www 45 Pr vw a wo? OF wr Pty, BY nn | an. 


TRurH and CERTAINTY 
F | OF THE 
f Reſurrection of 7E SUS from 
the Dead. 


„ 


«A 


| Rd. „ 


* 
- 


+S - 


= 


— TI 


A 8” Aa. td 


o—_—— — 


1 CoRINTH. xv. 20. 


Now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and be- 
come the firſt-fruits of them that ſlepr. 


F all the Days of Joy, of Tri- 
ERS umph, and Exultation, which 
a7 O Cod ever cauſcd to ſhine upon 
his Church, this (n) moſt E- 
| minently and Emphatically is 
the Day, which the Lord hath made for 
us Chriſtians to be glad and rejoice in. O- 
ther days we ſolemnize in Reference and 
Reſpect to this, either as the, Bleſſings of 
them were ſent before to make way for, 
or given afterwards to confirm it. But 
this we celebrate in full Honour to itſelf 
as the Sum, and Center, and Meridian of 
all others; the Birth-day of all our Hopes, 
and the ſolemn Date and Origin of ever- 
laſting Life and Happineſs reſtored to Man- 
kind. For now, as the Apoſtle ſays, is 
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Chriſt riſen, as this glorious Morn he is 
rien,” from the dead, and become the firſt- 
fruits of them that ſlept. He is riſen from 
the dead: There is an Affirmation of the 
Truth and Certainty of the Fact. He is 
become the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept : 
Ti:cre is the Virtue, the Power, and Ex- 
. ficacy of his Reſurrection. Let us conſider 
both theſe in their natural Order: And 
God grant that we may do it with ſuch a 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, ſuch a Frame, 
and Temper, and Diſpoſition of Heart and 
Mind, as to become better Believers, and 
better Livers, more ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 
and more ftudions of ſuch a Practice as 
becomes it. we 


The firſt thing we are to conſider, is the 
Truth and Certainty of JESUS's Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, and the full 
Proof of it as a matter of Fact. 

And this indeed is a Point of that extra- 
ordinary Weight and Moment, that if this 
main Pillar of our Religion ſtood not on ſo 
firm a Baſis, as to defy all the Batteries 
that can be rais d againſt it, the whole Fa- 
bric of Chriſtianity muſt ſoon drop into 
utter Ruin. For, as St. Paul argues (u), 
F Chriſt is not riſen, or, (which is near 
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1 
the ſame thing) if there is not ſufficient 
Evidence of his Reſurrection; then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is vain alſo. 
Then there has been no Saviour of Man- 
kind; none has redeemed us from the curſe 
of ſm: Feſus of Nazareth was then an 
Impoſtor: He promiſed in Proof of his di- 
vine Miſſion to Riſe the Third Day from 
the Dead; and if after ſuch a Promiſe he 
roſe not accordingly; he himſelf was a 
Deceiver, his Diſciples falſe Witneſſes, and 
his Religion all a Lie. This is evident e- 
nough upon this Suppoſition. But then, 
God be prais d, this is but a Suppoſition, a 
baſe Suppoſition, grounded on no Reaſon, 
no Argument, no Authority, ſufficient, and 


4 | Oppoſed by all the Strength of Demonſtra- 


tion, that a thing of this Nature is capable 
of. 

So little Reaſon and Argument is there 
to ſupport it, that the whole it leans upon, 
is the Haff of this broken Reed, that it is 
Unnatural, and therefore, ſays the Inffdel, 
zmpoſſible for a Perſon really dead, as Zeſus 
plainly was, to be reſtored again to Life. 
Juſt as if every thing that was out of the 
common Courſe, or above the Power of 
Nature, was not therefore © poſſible to be 
brought about, and effected at all: A Con- 
cluſion! ſo Falſe and Irrational from a Man 
who owns a Deity, that tho' St. Paul, in 
reſpect to Royal-Majeſty, vouchſafed to ask 

| Ez Ling 


F 


. 

King Agrippa (o), Why it ' ſhould be thought 
a thing incredible, that God ſhould raiſe the 
dead, meaning there the Bleſſed Jeſus : Yet 
in his Conference with the Al henian Phi- 
loſophers, when, upon his mentioning our 
Saviour's Reſutrection, he was Laugh'd at, 
and Derided for fo ſtrange a Dodrine, he 
ſerves them, as they deſcrv'd, quite other- 
wiſe, and diſpiſing their falſe Witdom, and 
conccited Ignorance, turns his back on them 
(Y), and plainly ſhews them, that he did 
not think them worthy of an Anſwer. 

Such and ſo contemptible were the In- 
fidels of old, who rejected the Docttine of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection on account of its pre- 
tended Impoſſibility: And na leſs deſpi- 
cable would be their Followers and Dife 
ciples at this day, if Reaſon was but ſo 
carefully attended to as it ought to be. For 
to repeat St. Paul's queſtion on this Occa- 
ſion; Why ſhould it be thought incredible, 
that GOD ſhould raiſe a Man, the Man 
Chriſt Feſus, from the Dead? is there any 
Contradiction? any either Natural, or Mo- 
ral Impoſlibility in the thing? could there 
be no ſufficient Reaſon for ſo extraordinary 
a Work? or, if there was, could God be 
neither Willing, nor Able to effect it? was 
not the reſtoring Mankind to a State of e- 
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(0) Acts xxvi. 8. (2) Acts xvii. 23. 
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ternal Life and Happineſs a great and wor- 
thy Occaſion for ſuch a Miracle? and, if 
it was, why ſhould the Goodneſs of God 
be thought unwilling to anſwer it? or, if 
willing, why ſhould his Power be ſo much 
as called in Queſtion? For is he GOD? 
and is he not Oymipotent ? could he at firſt 
make Man, and breathe into him 4 living 
ſoul? and could he not afterwards make a 
dead Man to live, and his departed Spirit, 
before his Body was corrupted, or even 
afterwards, if he pleaſed, to return to its 
former Habitation? what Abſurdity, I be- 
ſeech you? what Incredibility is there in 
all this? nay, what Difficulty at all, but 
what might as reaſonably be objected to 
the World's Creation, or the Formation 
of the meaneſt Animal, as our Saviour's 
Reſurrection? this however i is the Engmy's 
only Argument from Reaſon. What elſe 
he has on this Head, are only jealous Suſ- 
picions and Surmiſes, void of all Grounds, 
which 1 ſhall have occaſion to conſider 
after. 

And then for any Authority, any Eui- 
dence, or Teſtimony to be produced againſt 
this Fact of Chriſt's Reſurrection; he has 
none, there is none, but what any Man a- 
wake would be ſure to laugh at; 1 mean 
that ridiculous Story of the ſleeping Watch, 
the mereſt Dream, the moſt idle and in- 
FF conſiſtent Tale, that ever was invented : 


A Talc! 


1 

A Tale! ſo monſtronfly abſurd, that it is fit 
for the belief of none but the moſt credu- 
lous Infidels, Men, who ffrain the ſmalleſt 
Gnats, and ſwallow the largeſt Camels. 
His Diſciples, ſay the corrupted Guard, 
'(q) came by Night to the Sepulchre. Un- 
fortunate Beginning! How came they thi- 
ther? How, at midnight, did they paſs the 
City-Guards and Gates? How by Moon-light 
(as the Moon was then at the Full) could 
they poſſibly go unſeen ? This is a wretched 
ſetting out. But let us hear what follows. 
They came by night, and ſtole him away, 
while we ſlept. Did they ſo indeed? bold 
Diſciples! diſcerning Soldiers! fortunate At- 
tempt! amazing Lethargy! What! all the 
Guard aſleep at once? all ſo faſt, that they 
could not hear the Steps of a Number of 
Men#spaſling and repaſſing them, nor the 
Noiſe of a huge Stone, when taken from the 
Sepulchre? This is ſtrange : this is marvel- 
Jous indeed: This is enough to make, what 
our Adverſaries will not care for, another 
Miracle of the Matter : and had the Soldi- 
ers themſelves gone at firſt with ſuch a Sto- 
ry to the Chicf-Pricſts' and Elders, who em- 
ployed them, I doubt not but they had met. 
with another ſort of Security than what was 
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promiſed them, as well as other * Rewards. 
The Governour then had been perſuaded, not 
to pardon, but to puniſh, ſo notorious a 
Breach of Diſcipline z and for his own Sake 
and Safety muſt have done ſo, even tho he 
himſelf could be ſuppoſed to have directed 
ſo fooliſh, ſo dangerous, ſo. impolitick a 

Beſides, had the Chief Prieſts heard, or be- 
lieved, or ſo much as ſuſpected ſuch a Fraud, 
as is here charged on Chriſt's Diſciples; is it 
credible, that in a thing of ſuch conſequence 
they would have ſat down ſo quietly as they 
did in relation to hem? What, the Body 
ſtole ? and no Search after it? No Reward 
offer d for ſo important a Diſcovery? Not 
one of the Diſciples ſeiz d, and examin'd by 
Torture? All of them ſuffered to live and 
propagate a Lic in Confirmation of a Do- 
ctrine, for which their Maſter had ſuffer'd 
Death? This is a likely Story: and what 
wonder now if a Man, who believes ſuch 
Nonſenſe as this, disbelieves Chriſtianity ? 

I may farther add, that, if the Contrivance 
of this Story had been better than it is, 
there is ſtill a Circumſtance, that ſpoils its 
Credit, and makes it to the laſt Degree im- 
22 probable, and that is, That the Diſciples 
could have no one Motive to tempt them to 
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* See the Caſe of St Peter's Guard, Acts xii, 
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ſueh a Theft, as they wete aceuſed of. 
ftole him away: But wh 7 To bey ti 
more hottonrtbly:? Thar they could not pro- 
poſe to do. For he made his Grave, as tlie 
Scriptures had foretold (), with the Rich, 
and was graced with the moſt noble Sep! pul- 
ture. Was it then to gain a Belief of FHis 
ReſurreQion ? This implies, that they had 
underſto6d; and believed, that he ſhould tiſe 
from tlie dead. But this they themſelves de- 
elare, that they flever had a Notion of, till 
he was actually riſen; and there is all the 
Reaſon in the Word to take their Word fot 
it. Their Maſter indeed had foretold this to 
them (5); but they underftoogd no more of 
his Riſeng, than of his Dying. The /atter 
to their Fewiſh way of Reafoning was ab- 
fard in the Mefiah; and without this the 

had no Meaning. The fy thought, 
that Chr:/# onght not to have ſuffered thoſe 
things which Jeſus did: and when he had 
ſaffered them, their Hopes in him, as the 
Meſſiah, were all over. We truſted, ſay 
they, that it nap been He, which ſhould 
have redeemed Iſrael : but after his Death 
this Truſt was fled, and their Thoughts of 
him as a Redeemer intirely vaniſh'd. Had 
they now ſtole his Corpſe to put a Cheat 
upon the World, ang 10 ſerve, as is ridi- 
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(r) 1. Iii. 9. 1 Mat. xvi. 21. 
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culouſly ſuggeſted (t), their Ambition, or Re- 
venge upon the Phariſaical Prieſthood; their 
Goſpel had been quite different from what it 
is. Their preaching then had been, that Je- 


ſus never did, nor could die; that he laid ſo 


long in the Sepulchre dead only in Appear- 
ance, and then aroſe the third Day according 
to his Prophecy. This would ſooner have 
been invented by the Diſciples, if Cheats, 
and more readily believed by their Country- 
men than the Doctrine of a dead Meſſiah 
come to Life again. As the Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament concerning the Meſſiah 
were at that time underſtood, not the moſt 
fooliſh, not the moſt knaviſh, Jeu then 
living would. have owned a crucified Savi- 
our, and much leſs thought it worth his 
while to preach him, leaſt of all have ven- 
tured his Life to ſtcal his Body for that par. 
pole. 

From the whole, 1 think, tis evident, 
That the Diſciples could not ſteal the Body 
of Jeſus, nor have any Motive ſo to do; 
that the ſeeping Soldiers could not witneſs 
that they did it, and, if they could, would 

in ſuch a caſe have been ſeverely puniſhed 
for neglect of Duty; that the chief Prieſts 
themſelves believed no ſuch thing; and that 
the whole Story is fooliſh and abſurd, 
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Such then are the Reaſons and Aut horities, 
ſuch the Arms -and Weapons, which, for 
want of better, the Champions of Infidelity 
are forced to make uſe of ; ſo light, that the 
weakeſt and moſt childiſh Hand not only 
may, but generally loves the moſt to brandiſh 
them; and fo ſlight and inſignificant, that 
the ſtrongeſt Coliab, who defies the living 
God, can fight nothing but ſhadows with 
them. Ifthey wound, they wound nothing 
but a wild and vain Imagination: but if 
they meet with Reaſon, they are ſhiver d 
to pieces. | 
Let us now weigh our own Evidence, 
and ſee the difference. For a new, an un- 
uſual, and ſuper-natural thing, that has no 
contradiction in it, to have been done by the 
infinite Power of G OD, neither is, as we 
have ſcen, nor can reaſonably be thought, 
at all incredible; cſpecially if it has not any 
powerful Teſtimony and Authority againſt 
it. Such exactly is Jeſus's Reſurrection. It 
is neither impoſſible in it's own nature, nor 
is it oppoſed by any Evidence, but what in- 
titely deſtroys itſelf. And if neither of theſe 
can be urged againſt it; then, if it appears 
to have all the Proof and Atteſtation, which 
a thing of that nature can juſtly be expected 
to have, the conſequence plainly is, that 
we ought as readily and firmly to aſſent to 
it, as to a matter of the ſtricteſt Demonſtra- 
tion. For things of this kind are * 
os 
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of no more than an Hiſtorical Evidence, 
founded on the Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes, 
whoſe Honeſty, and Knowledge in the at- 

fair, cannot realonably be doubted of. 
Which therefore of theſe Two is it, that 
is queſtion'd in Chriſts Diſciples? Their 
Honeſty will you ſay? Then what Marks 
and Inſtances can be brought of the con- 
trary ? What Motives had they to propagate 
ſuch a Lie, and what Encouragement to go 
on with it? All they met, or could hope 
to meet with, for their pains, was Scorn 
and Contempt, Ignominy and Diſgrace, 
Stripes and Impriſonments, Baniſhments, 
and Perſecutions, and Death itſelf. And can 
things like theſe make Men more reſolute 
for what they are conſcious is a Lie, than 
moſt people dare to be for what they know 
to be really Truth? Can we rcalonably ſup- 
pole, that any one Man in his Senſes would 
die a Martyr for ſuch a Lie, and much 
more that Numbers would conſtantly. and 
couragiouſly ſuffer the moſt barbarous and 
bloody Deaths for confirmation of it, This 
is unnatural, and morally impoſſible. This 
can never be believed of any Men, and much 
leſs of Feſus's Diſciples, who bear all the 
Marks and Characters of Honeſty, Integrity, 
and Plain-dealing, that can be thought of. 
Where do we find ſuch Openneſs and In- 
genuity, ſuch Candour and Simplicity, as in 
them, and in their Writings? How do they 
— /» record 


record the meanneſs of their Profeſſions, 
their Ignorance, their Errors, their Sins, and 


Veracity that can be imagined! 
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Failings, and Infirmities? And are theſe 
Signs of rheir Diſhoneſty ? or are not they 
ecrtain Tefts of the utmoſt Sincerity, and 


Their Honeſty therefqre cannot be doubt- 
ed of: much leſs can the ſufficiency of their 
Knowledge in this affair be at all diſputed. 
The plaineſt and moſt illiterate Men in na- 
ture may be as competent Judges of a Matter 
of Fact, whoſe knowledge depends upon the 
Senſes, as the moſt learned and ſagacious: 
and after ſo many repeated Proofs of our 
Saviour's ReſurreQion as the Diſciples had, 
we cannot but ſuppoſe them as incapable 
of being deceived as the beſt Scholars and 
Philoſophers in the World. 

Neither does it at all appear, that they 
were more credulous in this matter than the 
greateſt Sceptics and Infidels would have 
been. The Women, we are told by the E. 
vangeliſts, were the firſt to whom this Buſi- 
neſs of Salvation was diſcovered. As Wo. 
man was firſt in the Tranſgreſſion, and the 
prime occaſion of bringing Death into the 
World: ſo Woman was now to be the firſt 
meſſenger of Life and Immortality reſtored 
to Mankind, and that too by the Vomans 
Seed. They Fall early, as on this Morn- 


ing, 
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ing, the firſt day of the Week (u), to Chriſt's 
Sepulchre: and what thoughts did they diſ- 
cover when they came thither? Why, fo 
ſmall an expectation of their Lord's Reſur- 
rection, that when they found the Stone 
roll'd away from the Sepulchre, and rhe 
Body of Feſus not there, they were much 
perplexed thereabout (x), and under ſuch a 
concern, that one of them immediately runs 
back to Peter and John with this complaint: 
They (the Jews, or their Guards) have taken 
away the Lord out of the ſepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid him (). 
Upon this the two Diſciples haſten to the 
place (Z), and finding it to be lo far true, 
as ſhe had ſaid, that the Body was gone; 
IF they were ſurprized, and wondered at what 
x was come to paſs (a). They wondered in- 
deed, but ſtill they did not * believe, nor ſo 
much as had a thought of their Maſter's Re- 
ſurrection. This firſt was revealed to the 
Women, who tarricd at the Sepulchre, by the 
Angels (b), and afterwards confirm'd to them 
by the Appearance of Chriſt himſelf. They 


#) Luke xxiv. 1. (*) Ibid. 4 hn xx. 2. 
Lure xxiv. 24. 1 - (a) 16342) Jol Stet 


In Joh. xx. 8. it is faid, that John ſaw, and believed. 

But the Cambridge MS. reads de, Y misdbovy, he ſaw, 

and believed not. Very juſtly. For it follows: For as yet the 

kney not the Scripture; that he muſt riſe again from the Py 

Which is added as a Reaſyn of, and Excuſe Fil his Untelief. 
(2) Mat. xxviil, 7,—9.—Majk xvi, E, 99. 
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now recolle&t, and underſtand what he had 
ſaid unto them of his Niſing again, when 
he was in Galilee (c), and returning with a 
mixture of Fear and Foy, they relate what 
they had heard, and ſeen to the whole Body 
of the Diſciples, who were then aſſembled 
together, mourning and weeping (d) for the 
Death of their late Lord. And how did 
they receive theſe Tidings? The Women's | 
words, ſays the Evangeliſt (e), ſeemed to 
them as idle tales, and they believed them | 
not. They wanted farther and better Evi- 
dence of ſo marvellous 'a thing ; and the 
very ſame day Chri/t himſelf takes care to 
give it them by perſonaliy appearing to, and 
converſing with Cleopas and another, as they 
were going from Feruſalem to Emmaus (F). 
He then from their own Diſcourſe takes oc- 
caſion to apbhraid them for their ſlowneſs of | 

heart in underſtanding and believing what | 
the Prophets had ſpoken: He ſhews them 
from the Scriptures what was foretold of the 
Meſſiah ; and beginning at Moſes expounds 
to them all along the Predictions concerning 
himſelf: He enters into an Houſe, and a- 
bides with them, and there makes himſelf 
fully known to them in breaking and bleſ- 
ſing of bread. They then, on his departure, 
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(c) Luke xxiv. 6, 7, 8. (4) Mark xvi. 10. 
(e) Luke xxiv. 11. (J) Ibid. xxiv. 13, &c. 


reflect 
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reflect on what he had ſaid to them in the 
way, and convinced it was their Maſter, they 

returned in haſte to Feruſalem, and are there 
prevented in their own Relation by an Af: 
ſurance from thoſe they were going to give 
it to, That the Lord was riſen indeed, and 
had appeared unto Simon. This firſt was 
poſitive from the Men-diſciples: and to 
confirm what they ſaid, as they thus ſpake, 
that very inſtant Jeſus himſelf, (the Doors, 
which were ſhut, giving way to him,) /food in 
the midſt of them, and ſaid, Peace be unto 

you, And did even this fully ſatisfy them? 
No. They were only terrified and affright- 
ed, and ſuppoſed, that they ſaw a ſpirit. 

And even at laſt, when he bids them t be 

TS troubled, nor let doubtful thoughts ariſe in 
= heir hearts, but behold his Hands and his 
Feet, that it was He himſelf, nay, handle 

him, and ſee, that quite different from a 
Spirit he had real Fleſh and Bones; even 
then, it ſeems they were not intirely ſatiſ- 
fied, till he had taken and eaten Meat be- 
fore them, and talk'd with them ſo long, as 
to open their Underſtanding, and make them 
ſee what was written in the Scripture, and 
how it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe 
from the dead the third day. 
And was this Eaſineſs? was this Credulity ? 
And yet Thomas, who was not with them at 
do that Time, would by no means reſt his Faith 
upon their Words. They told and 1 0 
is im, 


[ 40 ] 
him, that they had ſeen' the Lord (g). But 
what was his Anſwer? Except, ſays he (+), 
1 ſball fee in his hands, the print, the Fiſ- 
ſure, of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thruſt my hand into 
his fide, I will not believe. You may fancy 
and imagine what you pleaſe. Your ſenſes 
may have deccived you, 'or you did not make 
ſufficient Uſe of them: You may have ſeen 
a Shadow, a Phantaſm, an Apparition ; or 
ſome body may. have impoſed on you in the 
Likeneſs of our late Maſter, For my part, 
I can give no credit to what you ſay: You 
muſt either endeavour to deceive me, or have 
certainly been deceived your ſelves ; and, ex- 
cept I can have ſuch and ſuch Evidence, I 
will not believe. This he required, and this 
he had. The bleſſed 7eſus condeſcends to 
him, and the cighth Day after, when the 
Diſciples were aſſembled, and Thomas with 
them, he comes again in the ſame manner 
he did before, and applying himſelf to Tho- 
mas bids him reach his finger, and examine 
his hands ; and reach his hand, and thruſt it 
into his ſide, and not be faithleſs, but belie- 
Ving. Could the moſt ſqueamiſh Infidel in 
the World make a Doubt of this? Thomas, 
it is plain, with all his Scepticiſm, could 
not: his Diffidence is all over, and he now 
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breaks out in Wonder and Exclamation, 
My Lord, and my God! It is impoſſible for 
me in the Compals of this Diſcourſe to con- 
ſider every particular Hiſtory of this kind; 
how he was ſeen afterwards by Peter, and 
this ſame Thomas, and Nathanael (i), and 
the ſons of Zebedee, and two other diſciples, 
at the Sea of Tiberias; how likewiſe he ap- 
peared to James (k), and others; and not 
only to ſmall Numbers, but, as St. Paul 
witneſles (/), to above five hundred brethren 
at once, moſt of whom were living when he 
wrote to the Corinthians. Nor was he ſeen 
once, or twice in a flight and tranſitory 
manner, but he ſhew'd (m), demonſtrated, 
himſelf to be alive by many infallible Proofs 
for the ſpace of forty Days; commiſſions 
his Apoſtles in ſolemn Words to preach his 
Goſpel, and govern his Church (2); leads 
them out as far as Bethany (o), and bleſſes 
them, and comforts them for the loſs of his 
Preſence with the Promiſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt (p), which not many Days after they. + 
ſhould be baprized with. 

This was to bring the Truth of his Reſur- 
rection to a farther Trial: And what could 
be a Demonſtration of it to his Diſciples, 
and others, if this could not? This miracu- 
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lous Deſcent of the be Spirit (q) in a full 
Effuſion of all its Gifts and Graces he ſealed 
it with, and he did it in ſo glorious and 
wonderful a manner, ſo openly, and unde- 
niably, and at ſo publick a Time, when there 
were Strangers at Jeruſalem, from all Parts 
of the World, to be Witneſſes of it, that it 
was not to be doubted of by any thing but 
Blindneſs and Prejudice itſelf : Nay, ſo far did 
it convince the Fews, that in one ſingle Day, 
the vety Day on which this Confirmation 
was given, no leſs than about three thouſand 
ſouls were added to the Church (r); and 
ſhortly after ſuch Numbers and Multitudes, 
as, conſidering the Diſcouragements they 
met with, can by no means be accounted 
for, but from the Strength and Clearneſs of 
the Evidence, and the powerful Influence 
and Operation of the Divine ** upon 
their Minds. 

What I have here laid down will, I doubt 
not, fully ſatisfy every honeſt and unpreju- 
diced Underſtanding. But till I know what 
has been, and will be ſaid againſt it by ſome 
Diſputants, who are always more ready, and 
more able to object than anſwer Difficulties. 

It has lately been aſſerted by a moſt in- 
famous Writer, that Jeſus, if he roſe from 
the dead, ought for the Satisfaction of the 
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(7) Acts ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Kc. (r) Ibid. 41. 
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ews not to have come out of his Sepulchre, 
till the Chicf-Prieſts, who ſcaled the Stone, 
had examined and broke the Seals. But why 
ſo? What obligation was Zeſus under to 
this? What right had the Fews to demand, 
or expect ſuch Satisfaction, any more than 
to command him, as they did a little be- 
fore (s), to come down from the croſs, and 
they would believe him? Did the Chict- 
Prieſts, when they ſealed the Sepulchre, en- 
ter into a Covenant with the dead Feſus, 
that he ſhould not Riſe, (if he did ar all) 
till ſuch a flated Time? This (abſurd as it 
is) he might as truly and modeſtly have aſ- 
ſerted, as he does afterwards a Compact be- 
tween them and the Apoſtles, the Condition 
of which, as he had it from the Father of 
Lies, was this; „That if Feſus aroſe from 
e the dead in the Preſence of the Chief- 
« Prieſts upon their opening the Seals of 
ce the Sepulchre at the Time appointed; then 
«© was he to be acknowledg'd to be the 
e Meſſiah: But if he continued in a corrupt 
« and putrified State of Mortality, then was 
e he to be granted to be an Impaſtor. Vain 
Romancer! From what Forge is this? What 
ſhadow of Truth has it? The Monſter him- 
ſelf in the ſame Breath that he affirms it is 
forced to diſown it. We rcad not ſays 
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e he; that the Apoſtles gave their conſent 
« to this Covenant.” A fine Covenant this! 
But to let paſs the Abſurdity; how ſhould 
they conſent to a Thing that never was? 
Who knows not, who ſees not, that the 
ſcaling of the Stone was only to prevent any 
poſſible Fraud in the Soldiers ſet to watch 
it? An Act, which (if-it muſt be called a 
Covenant) was a Covenant with the Guards, 
and them only. As to the Apoſtles, no 
manner of Regard was farther had to them, 
than to ſecure the Sepulchre from any At- 
tempt of theirs, who at that time, alas! 
hoped no more for their Maſter's Reſurre- 
ction, than the Chief Prieſts after all their 
Care and Caution feared it. 
There is nothing therefore in this idle 
Fancy. Nor is there more in that vain Pre- 
' tence, That Jeſus did not riſe at the Time 
that he foretold. If he roſe at all, (as we 
have proved he did) he certainly roſe at the 
right Time, and that muſt be the fime fore- 
told by him. He was buried on Friday, 
he continued in the Grave all Saturday, 
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17 and roſe on Sunday. Here are plainly 
57 three incluſive Days, and reckoning, as u- 
7 ſual, the Nights into the Days, Jonah was 
525 not more three Days, and three Nights in 
1 8 the Bowels of the Whale, than Jeſus was in 
#1 the Heart of the Earth. 
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Such trifling O&ef77ons ſcarce deſerve our 
Notice. Let us paſs on to one, that has 
ſomething in it worthy of an Anſwer ; and 


that is taken from Feſus's not appearing 
after his Death in publick to the Jews. 


This the Wiſdom of ſome Men think he 
ought to have done. And why, ſay they, 
if Chriſt really roſe from the Dead, why 
then did not he demonſirate himſelf Alive 
in the Face and Preſence of all his Enemies, 
as well as his Friends? Why did not he ap- 
pear openly to all the ZFews, and to the 
| Chicf-Prieſts and Elders more eſpecially, 
who had been the Inſtruments of his Death, 
and were the greateſt Sticklers againſt the 
Truth of his Reſurrection? Such an Ap- 
pearance, ſay they, would have been a moſt 
convincing Evidence of his Riſing, and the 
want of it gives a ſhrewd Suſpicion, that he 
did not Riſe at all. J 


This is plauſible at firſt Sight. But had 
our Saviour acted in this manner, the Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity would have had a much 
ſtronger Objection to the Truth of the Goſpel 
than any they have at preſent. Chri/t him- 
ſelf juſt before his Crucifixion had expreſsly 
declared to the City and People of Feruſa- 
lam, that their Day was now over, that his 
Commiſſion to them upon Earth was at an 

End, 
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End, and that d ep! *, after the ſhort ap- 
pearance he was now going to make among 
them at the approaching Feaſt, they ſhould ? 
not ſee him, till they ſhould ſay, Bleſſed is | 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord (t), 
that is, till his ſecond coming in Glory, when 
they ſhould own and acknowledge him to 
be their Saviour. And if after his Death he 
had done otherwiſe, if he had publickly pre- 
ſented himſelf at his Sepulchre, or in the 
City and Temple of Feruſalam, and done | 
all thoſe things, which were neceſſary to 
prove himſelf alive to all the People: then | 
what had this been but the greateſt Contra- 
diction to himſelf? The Fews might then, 
as well as our Infidels might now, have ob- 
jected his own Words to him, and nothing 
that I know of could have reconciled ſo great 
an Inconſiſtence. 2 
But ſuppoſe now, that even after the li- 
mited Time of our Saviour's Viſitation was 
expired, he might again have appeared ina | 
publick Manner to the Zews, and actually 
had done ſo: what then, I would know, 
had been the Conſequence ? What the Iflue 
and Event of ſuch an Appearance? Either 
in this Caſe the J7ewiſb Senate and People 
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had all believed his ReſurreQion, or they 
had not. If they had believed it, then we 
muſt have had a National Teſtimony to the 
Fact from the Chief Prieſts and Elders : 
and what would that have looked like, what 
would it have been call'd, but a political 
Trick, a mere Juggle of the Fewiſh Stare, 
to ſave the Credit of their Scriptures, which 
had ſo long foretold a Meſſiah, and ſo de- 
termined the Time of his Appearance, that 
he muſt come then, or never? On the o- 
ther hand, had our Saviour after his Reſur- 
rection appear'd to his Enemies, who disbe- 
lieved it, the Reſult of this had been an At- 
tempt to apprehend: him, as taken from the 
Croſs before he was actually dead. And if 
on this Attempt he had diſappear'd, or va- 
niſh'd from them, as he neceſſarily muſt 
have done, except he ſubmitted to a ſecond 
Crucifixion ; the next thing had been, That 
their Senſes were dcluded, or that it was 
only an Apparition, or ſome Devil or o- 
ther, that aſſiſted him while alive, who now 
took his Shape and Countenance to carry 
on his wicked Ends. This, in all human 
Probability,' had been the Concluſion : and 
I think in this Caſe they might as reaſon- 
ably have ſaid and done thus, as when they 

heard the Apoſtles ſpeak in the Language of 
every Nation, they? aſcribed the ſtrange Fo 
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that Feſus even to his Enemies, his greateſt 


[ 48 ] 
fe& to Drunkenneſs (u). Such Hardneſs, 
and Blindneſs, and Stupidity as this, will 
ſufficiently account for our Saviour's not 
appearing to the Fews indifferently. 

Other Proofs they did not want, and 
thoſe certain and unexceptionable. Wit- 
neſs the Teſtimony of the Soldiers who 
guarded the Sepulchre, confirmed by that 
T&9j4%, Or rather 01 yugs pſ2; *, that great 
Concuſſion of the Earth, or Air, which 
undoubtedly was felt and perceived all over 
the City of Feruſalem. We cannot doubt 
but the Watch underwent the moſt ſtrict and 
ſevcre Examination that could be thought of; 
and if there had not been the ſtrongeſt Proofs 
and Circumſtances, to corroborate their E- 
vidence, they had moſt certainly met with 
the ſevereſt Puniſhment. Add to this, the 
many Miracles which the Apoſtles daily 
did, and the wonderful Progreſs which their 
Doctrine daily made; and then ſay, whe- 
ther or no the Fews had Demonſtration full 
enough of Chriſt's Reſurrection. 

And yet full as it was, we may obſerve, 


and bittereſt Enemies, when he ſaw there 
was a ſincere, and upright, and honeſt Heart, 
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(a) Acts ii. 13. ; 
Sto ads, 5 Begods x ixos, dd Ts aig. Pha- 
vorinus. 


did 


lid 


[ 49 ] 

did not refuſe to exhibit himſelf in Perſon. 
Who was ever a more violent Oppoſer of 
the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection than he, 
who was afterwards Saint Paul? Who a 
more zealous, a more inraged, and furious 
Perſecutor of the Chriſtian Name and 
Doctrine than He? And who breathed out 


ſuch Threatnings and Slaughters againſt the 


Diſciples of the Lord? Such he was, and 
ſuch he calls himſelf; a 6/a/phemer, a per- 


ſecutor, and injurious (x). And yet be- 


cauſe what he did, he did ignorantly in un- 
belief (, how graciouſly was Chriſt plea- 
ſed to reveal himſelf to him, and ſtop him 
in the very midſt» of his furious Career? 
No words can deſcribe this ſo well as his 
own in his Speech to King Agrippa (2), 
in which he ſhews him not only what he 
then was, but what he had been, and what 
were the means of his Converſion. 

My manner of Life, ſays he, from my 
youth up, which was at Jeruſalem, know all 
the Jews, which knew me from the begin- 
ning, (if they would teſtify) that after the 
moſt rigid Sett of our Religion, I lived 4 
Phariſce. And now 1 q ico and am judged 
for the hope of the Promiſe made by God 
unto our Fathers :— for which Hopes ſake, 
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(y) Ibid. ' (=) Acts xxvi. 
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(*) 1 Tim. i. 13. | 
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1 
King Agrippa, I am accuſed of the Jews. 
Why ſhould it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that GOD ſhould raiſe the dead? 
J werily thought (formerly) with myſelf, 
that ] ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jeſus of Nazareth; which I 
alſo did in Jeruſalem, and many of the 
Saints did I ſhut up in priſon, having re- 
cerved authority from the Chief-prieſts, and, 
when they were put to death, I gave my 
voice againſt them. And IT puniſhed them 
in every Synagogue, and compelled them to 
blaſpheme, and being exceedingly mad a- 


gainſt them, I perſecuted them even unto 
ſtrange cities. Whereupon, as I went to 
| Damaſcus with authority and commiſſion 


from the Chief-prieſts; at MIDDAY, O 
King, I ſaw in the way, a light from 
Heaven, above the brightneſs of the Sun, 
ſhining round me. and them that journeyed 
with me. And when we were all fallen 
to the earth, I heard a voice ſpeaking un- 
to me, ſaying, Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſt 
thou me? It is hard for thee to kick a- 
gainſt the pricks. And, I ſaid, who art 
thou, Lord? And be ſaid, I am Jeſus, 
whom thou perſecuteſt. But riſe, and ſtand 
on thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpoſe, to make thee a witneſs | 
both of theſe things which thou haſt 
ſeen, and of thoſe in which I will appear 
unto thee, -———— Whereupon, O King A- 


grippa, 


| L 5:3) 

grippa, I was not diſobedient unto the hea- 
wvenly Viſion ; but ſhewed firſs to them of 
Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and through 
all the Coaſts of 7udea, and then to the 
. Gentiles, that they ſhould turn to God. 
And having obtained help, I continue un- 
to this day, witneſſing (what | ſaw) to ſmall 
and great ——Nay, lays he, 10 Feſtus, the 
King knoweth of theſe things, before whom 
J alſo ſpeak freely. For I am perſuaded, 
that none of theſe things are hidden from 
him: for this thing was not done in 4 
CORNER. Fs 
Who is there not poſſeſs'd with a Spirit 
of Slumber, that ſuch a Teſtimony as this 
would not only almoſt, as it did Agrippa, 
but altogether, - perſuade to be a CHRI- 
ST1IAN? eſpecially if he reads the whole 
Hiſtory of St. Paul, and conſiders the many 
great and wonderful things he did and ſut- 
fered after his Converſion for Chriſtianity, 
that is, for this great Article of Feſus's R E- 
SURRECTION, on Which the whole of 
Chriſtianity depends. He calls himſelf in- 
deed (a) the leaſt of the Apoſtles, nay, one 
who was not worthy to be ſtiled an Apoſtle, 
becauſe he had perſecuted the Church of 
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(a) 1 Cor. xv. . 
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GOD. But what large amends did he make 
afterwards? and how far did he exceed the 


other Miniſters of Chriſt, (b) in labours 
more abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, in 
priſons more frequent, in Deaths often? 
Theſe, and all his other Sufferings, which 
he at large enumerates, he finiſhed with a 
glorious Martyrdom, and all this for the 
Name and Reſurrection of the Lord Je- 
ſus. Who can read his Epiſtles, whether 
publick or private, whether to whole 
Churches, or ſingle Perſons, and not be 
warm'd, and won, and perfectly convinced 
by that noble Simplicity, that unaffected 
Piety, that intenſe Zeal, that extenſive 
Charity, that invincible Courage and Con- 
ſtancy, that generous Contempt of himſelf, 
and that anxious. Care and Concern for the 
Good of Chriſt's Kingdom, which every 
where diſplay themſelves in all his Wri- 
tings? God be thanked, that we have ſo 
many other Proofs and Evidences of our 
Lord's Reſurrection: But had Providence 
ſo ordered, that by ſome means or other, 
none ſhould have been left to us but that 
of St. Paul, and that only, I muſt freely 
profeſs, that I do not ſee how the Force of 
this ſingle Teſtimony, by Men of Reaſon, 
could have poſſibly been reſiſted. 


An 
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(6) Cor. xi. 23. 
I have 
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c 1 F have now done with the firſt Point, the 
c Truth and Certainty of Chriſt's Reſurrection: 
s and Iam ſenſible, tho” not ſorry, that I have 
2 dwelt ſo long upon it, that I have not time 
7 to proceed to What I purpoſed to ſpeak of 
h in the ſecond Place, the Conſequence, the 
a Power, and Virtue, and Efficacy of this 
'1 Refurreftion. I ſhall therefore leave that 
2 Part to another Opportunity, and, at pre- 
r ſent, from what has been ſaid, draw a few 
ſhort Inferences, and fo conclude, 


Now if Jeſus is riſen from the Dead, and 
we have full and certain Evidence that He 
is ſo: then have we at once an infallible 
Proof of the Truth of his Religion, and of 
his Miſſion from God, to be a Teacher and 
Saviour of the World. For it cannot be, 
that God ſhould raiſe an Impoſtor, a De- 
ceiver, from the dead to confirm a Lie to us. 
And therefore, if Chriſt is riſen, he really 
was that divine Perſon he pretended to be, 
he was the Meſſiah, the Son of God, the 
Redeemer of fallen Man: His Doctrines and 
Declarations were all as true as the God they 
came from, and his Expoſitions and Appli- 
cations of the Scriptures, as certain and in- 
fallible as that Divine Spirit itſelf who gave 
them. Here at once we have a Demonſtra- 


of his Life, and of the Truth, and Certain- 
ty, and Reality of all hie Miracles. And 
| therefore 


tion of the Picty, the Purity, and Integrity F 
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=” I with vain, ànd blaſphemous; 
and lying Words, the Productions: of Mad- 
neſs,the- Scorn of & Men, and the Ad- 
mitation of Fools, If the Enemies of Chrz- 
fianuy. would prove any thing againſt, ig, 
let them prove by fair Arguments, that Chriſt 
is not tiſen, and then it Vl be time enough 
to throw away our Bihlel. But till. then, 
my Brethren, (and then, . we ſhall 
do it long enough) let us keep them cloſe, 
keep and uſe them with Neverence and Hu- 
mility; and hold faſt, faſter than our Lives, 
the Profeſſions Te 6 þ teach "he . 
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